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* For many years British diplomats were allowed exclusive access
to Middle Eastern leaders and government officials

* The 110 books in the Near & Middle East Collection illustrate
Britain’s relationships with various Middle Eastern countries,
whether by resolving conflicts, engaging in war, or establishing
treaties

* This extensive library of resources highlights the modern political
development of the Arabian Peninsula and the Persian Gulf

* As aresult, the collection may also shed light on the politics of
today, particularly in relation to boundary formation, tribal
relations, state development and pollical relations




Section I: Key DocuMENTS, 1919-1927

9.1.1 Ottoman memorandum to Supreme Council of the 1919
Paris Peace Conference, 23 June 1919, and the Turkish
National Pact, 28 June 1920 [/ C Hurewitz (ed) Diplomacy in
the Near and Middle East: A Documentary Record, 1535-1956,
p. 59-61 & p. 74-5, reprinted by Archive Editions in 1987)] 1

u r kl S h H I Sto ry 9.1.2 Extracts from the 1920 Treaty of Sévres and the 1923

Treaty of Lausanne: territorial provisions [Parliamentary
Papers: 1920 (Treaty Series No. 11) & 1923 (Treaty Series No.
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9.1.3 Anglo-Turkish Conference held in Constantinople on the

A rC h ive subject of the Iraq-Turkey boundary, 19 May-5 June

~J

1924 [FO 406/53-54] 21
o, . Telegram from Mr Lindsay, British Embassy,
E d Itl O n S Constantinople, to Mr MacDonald, Foreign Office, 20 May
1924

Telegram from Mr Lindsay to Mr MacDonald, 22 May 1924
Telegram from Mr Lindsay to Mr MacDonald, 23 May 1923
Mr Lindsay to Mr MacDonald, 21 May 1924
SR a1 o Telegram from Mr Lindsay to Mr MacDonald, 25 May 1924
S S Telegram from Mr Lindsay to Mr MacDonald, 26 May 1924
,o-,*l::& Telegram from Mr Lindsay to Mr MacDonald, 28 May 1934
N /"‘m;:.w Telegram from Mr Lindsay to Mr MacDonald, 29 May 1924
i Ny Telegram from Mr MacDonald to Mr Lindsay, 31 May 1924
i Telegram from Mr MacDonald to Mr Lindsay, 3 June 1924
Telegram from Mr Lindsay to Mr MacDonald. 3 June 1924
Telegram from Mr MacDonald to Mr Lindsay, 4 June 1924
Telegram from Mr A Henderson, Constantinople, to Mr
MacDonald, 6 June 1924
Telegram from Mr A Henderson to Mr MacDonald. 6 June
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9.2.4 Correspondence respecting the prJ)oscd Anglo-Turkish
negotiations concerning Mosul and the Turkey-Iraq

boundary: protests against violations of territory,
January-March 1924 [FO 406/53] 325
Mr N Henderson, British Embassy Constantinople to Lord
Curzon, Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, 30 December

1923

u rle h H IStO ry Telegram from Mr N Henderson to Lord Curzon,

10 January 1924
Telegram from Mr N Henderson to Lord Curzon,

in Cambridge 10 ) cotary 1924

. Mr N Henderson to Dr Adnan Bey, 18 January 1924
ArC h Ive Mr N Henderson to Lord Curzon, 21 January 1924
Ed |t|O n S Mr N Henderson to Dr Adnan Bey, 20 December 1923

Dr Adnan Bey to Mr N Henderson, 13 January 1924

Mr N Henderson to Lord Curzon, 23 January 1924
Mr N Henderson to Lord Curzon, 23 January 1924
Telegram from Mr ] Ramsay MacDonald, British Prime

Minister and Foreign Secretary to Mr N Henderson,
anuary 1924
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the international boundary between Turkey and Iraq., The dispute was then
referred to the Permanent Court of International Justice at the Hague
for advisory opinion, and in November 1925 the Court recommended the
awarding of the former Mosul vilayet to Iraq.

By the Treaty between the United Kingdom, Iraq, and Turkey, signed
June 5, 1926, the Iraq - Turkey boundary was finally settled, The boundary
was to follow the Brussels Line except that in the area south of the
Turkish villages of Aluman and Achuta (Aputa) a minor rectification was
made in Turkey's favor in oxder to include in Turkish territory a road
connecting these two points, Demarcation of the boundary was to be under-
taken as soon as possible and permanent Frontier Commission was established
to meet at least once every six months to handle frontier problems, A
frontier zone was set up, 75 kilometers (45 miles) in width on both sides
of the boundary, within which each country would seek to insure that no
pillage and other hostile acts took place across the border from one
country to another, By September, 1927, the entire frontier had been
demarcated. A measure of the care with which the Treaty was drawn up may
be seen by the fact that, since 1926, there have been no serious incidents
whatever along the boundary between,

111, BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

The Iraq = Turkey boundary begins in the west on the thalweg of the
Tigris River at its junction with the Habur Nehri (Nahr al Khibiir) along
the common border with Syria., Its elevation here is approximately 1,000
feet, It follows the thalweg of the Habur River eastward for 15 miles and
then that of the Hezil Suyu (Nahr alHayzal), a tridbutary to the llabur, for
another 21 miles., In this western area, the boundary separates the liwd’
of Mosul in Iraq from the vilayet of Mardin in Turkey. Leaving the Tezil,
at an elevation of about 3,000 feet, the boundary proceeds northeant and
then east for 29 miles, rising to oiov.uom of over 7,000 feet and form-
ing a drainage divided between various streams of the Tigris system,

After leaving the Hezil River the boundary is Joined on its northern side
by the Turkish vilayet of Hakkari,

For a diestance of 15 mileo, the boundary JjJoins the upper Habur River
system, Eastward, the doundary again coincides with a drainage divide and
continues for 22 miles to reach the OGreat Zadb River, coming from the north
to Join the Tigris River below Mosul, The valley of this river forms the
only natural north-south route through the Kurdieh Alps to the lowlands
about Lake Van, dut, at present, is little used, The boundary follows
the Oreat Zadb downstream for less than a mile, then again meanders ocastward
for 13 miles until 1t meets the Av-i-Marik, a tridbutary of the Oreat Zabd,
which it follows downstream for 3 miles, Thie stream marks the border
in Iraq between the 1liwi’s of Mosul and Irdfl. Turning again east, the
boundary crosses the highlands at elevations frequently above 7,000 feet,
following for short distances various tributaries of the Shamsdinan River,
itself a tridutary of the Oreat Zadb., Eighty miles east of ite Junction
with the Great Zadb, the boundary meets the gorge of the Kichilk River,
otill another tributary of the Great Zab, For the remaining 42 miles the
boundary follows the HaJJI Bak (Hacibveysuyu), a tributary of the Kichik,
upstream to the frontier of Iran,

There are no towns or major highways in the immediate boundary area
and no important roads cross it along its entire length, To the north is
the remote Kurdish area of southeastern Turkey; to the south a smaller,
but also remote area, yet one which has at times been the scene of serious
fighting between Kurdish and Iraqi forces, Although superisposed on a
fairly homogeneous area, the boundary itself hes caused few problems to
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1. Secret Treaty of Alliance:
Germany and the Ottoman
Empire, 2 August 1914 .1

2. Ottoman Circular
Announcing the Abrogation of
the Capitulations, ¢
September 1914 .2

3. The United Kingdom's
Recognition of Kuwayt as an
Independent State under
British Protection, 3
November 1914 .4

4. Establishment of the British
Protectorate over Egypt, 18-
19 December 1914 .4

5. The Constantinople
Agreement, 4 March - 10 April
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A Documentary Record, 1914-1955

1. SECRET TREATY OF ALLIANCE: GERMANY AND THE OTTOMAN
EMPIRE
2 August 1914

[Translated from the French text in Carl Miihlmann, Deutsckland und die Tiirkei,
1913-1914 (Berlin, 1929), pp. 94-95]

As the situation in Europe disintegrated rap-
idly after mid-July 1914, the German and
Ottoman governments turned from economic
to military negotiations, On 22 July, Enver
Pasa, the Ottoman Minister of War, proposed
to German Ambassador Baron von Wangen-
heim the conclusion of a secret defensive al-
liance against Russia, Although the instrument
was signed on Z August, the Sublime Porte,
with the consent of Germany and Austria, re-
mained neutral until the end of October. The
German military mission under General Liman
von Sanders, who had assumed the post of
inspector-general of the Ottoman Army in
January 1914, became effectively responsible
for the conduct of that army. H. N. Howard,
Partition of Turkey, pp. 83-91; K. Ziemke,
Die neue Tiirkei, pp. 1-84; B. E. Schmitt,
The Coming of the War, vol. 2, pp. 431-40;
MiihImann, op. cit,, pp. 1-48; L. von §-—----

Five Vears in Turkey, chaps. 3-4; A. ¢ 328/755 »

Turkey in the World War, chap. 6; . _

3. In the event of war, Germany will
leave its Military Mission at the disposal
of Turkey.

[Turkey], for its part, assures the said
Military Mission effective influence over
the general conduct of the army, in con-
formity with what has been agreed upon
directly by His Excellency the Minister
of War and His Excellency the Chief of
the Military Mission.

4. Germany obligates itself, by force of
arms if need be, [to defend] ! Ottoman ter-
ritory in case it should be threatened.

5. This agreement, which has been con-
cluded with a view to protecting the two
Empires from the international complica-
tions which may result from the present
~amfline anters into force at the time of its
the above-mentioned plenipo-
evervewnswo 0d shall remain valid, with any
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